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ABSTRACT 

Charter schools have emerged as the latest model for 
school reform. This handbook contextualizes the emergence of the 
charter-school concept by examining both the broader political shift 
in educational governance toward local control and the more specific 
movement in school reform toward greater institutional autonomy and 
school-based change. The discussion focuses solely on the emergence 
of the charter-school concept and its relationship to past 
school-reform efforts and the current movement to alter educational 
governance. Borrowing from the first and second waves of reform, the 
charter-school concept embodies the values most central to school 
improvement in the last decade — accountability, school-based change, 
teacher prof es s i onal ism, and school choice. The book suggests that 
the charter-school concept provides opportunities for school-based 
change, teacher empowerment, and accountability that past reforms did 
not. (Contains 39 references.) (LMl) 
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parental choice is critical because it introduces a measure of Faith in the power of competition to improve the nation’s 
market accountability into the restructuring equation — public schools has led to the emergence of a wide variety 

forcing schools to respond to the preferences and demands of choice options and plans — school, district, and statewide 

of parents and students. (Young & Clinchy, 1992). 
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